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ROSSIA [N CENTRAL ASIA

How the Valley of the Oxus is
To Be- Made Populous.

I WATER WAY T0 AFGHANISTAN,

The Effect Iipon the Sea
of Aral

THE OLD AND NEW OXUS.

A Bcheme of Peter the Great
About To Be Realized.

It {8 highly probable that when the fufure his-
lorisn of the pinetcenth cemtury, viewing its great
events with the dispassionatensss and calmness of
the twentieth century, shall sum up its most radical
political changes he will assign the first place in im-
mwmmmm;mm-mm
civilization of the Weat, The majesty of the empire
of Napoleon the Grest may by that time have been
echipsed by & new Alexander the Great, who will con-
trol the destinies of this then mighty imperial do-
main, The foundstion of & new and vust empire at
jhe cradle of the world might appear to be preparing
svents for that grest political crimwas called in- Holy
Writ the battle of Armageddon. The rise to greatness
of the German Empire, the obliteration of Moham-
medan power in Europe and Africs, the Anglicising
of Asis Minor and the growth of some importaut
State on the Mediterranean wonld all sppear
secondary in importance., Af to Central Asia
itself the successes schieved by the geuius of
Dost Mohammed of Cubul; the oecupation of the
Ehyber and Boulun passes by the Anglo-Indian
srmy, of Yarkund and Kashgar by the Chinese, of
Ehokund and the Turcoman's conntry by the Ruse-
slans, will have been dwarfed by the superlor politi-
eal importunce of the occupation of its old bed by
the waters of the Oxus. The results of this event,
which o large party of Russian troops snd engineers
are pow on the verge of accomplishing, will spleu-
didly supploment the vast system of intercommuni-
eation which the Cgars bhave for more thau s ceutury
been developing. .

THE PHYSICAL RESULT,

The deflection of the Amu Darya, or Oxus, from
the Aral into the Caspisn Sen will eventually
result in the draining of the former to such & level
that the volume of the Uxus will be inoroased
by the two great streams known as the Sir and Jan
Daryss, thus tending to create a river almost egual
in vol to the G or even the Mismesippi,
A more digtant result, though nome tho less certain,
will be the gradual rise in the level of the tideless
Caspian to that of the Black Ses (ita surface is now
eighty-tour feet lower), its consequent expunsion
over much of the sands of the Kara KEum and into
1lie mountain passes of the COsucasus, and eventually
its connection, by the already projected ship canal,
with the Euxine and the Mediterranean.

: RUBKIA'E INTERNAL COMMERCE.

Befors we procced to skoteh in detail the work
douing and to be done, or the prospects of success, it
is eswential that we have an adequste ides of the in-
ternal lake, river and canal systems of Russis, Com-
meorce which began on the FPersian Gulf has spread
over every ocean, snd the ships of the great mari-
Hme nati can be ted by th de. Itus,
sia ¢ be numb {he promoters of

TURNING THE COURSE OF THE RIVER OXUS.

Map Showing the Valley of the Oxus, or Amu Darya, and Its New Channel from Near
Caspian Sea.
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name to thia duy for the Amu Darya, or Gihon,
rises on the Belur Tagh nearly fifteon thousand six
hundred feet above the level of the sea, roceives
many sffiuents from the mountains of Turkestan
and the Hindoo Koosh, flows through Bokhara snd
the Kora Kum sands of the south past the no longer

foreign commerce. Shut in on the North by ice for
& large part of tho year and kept out of the Black
Bea by an arbitrary dog-in-the-manger policy, it
never has been leasable for her to protect a foreign
tommerce. The result has been that shoe has
burned her attention to the development
of the vast internal system of water communication
offered by the great rivers that traverse her sastern
and southern provinces, The consequence is that,
while England to-day justly boasts of Ler 300,000

il tered to the utt t ends of the carth,
Bunsia posscsses more than a million men engaged
o the river and lake service of the Empre—a hardy,
vonturesome and valuable race, good for the purpose
of commercial and political sggression. Already It
is possible to convey goods in bulk from the Daltic

to the Perslun ports on ths Caspian. The
cannls which connect the Neva and Lake
Ladogs with the Volga aro not slallow

ditches, but water ways of suficlent depth to
admit of the p of flat bott b of large
size. Many of the excellent crafts doing service on
the Volgs, the Ural, the Don and the Duleper were
built in England sud sailed to their prossut place of
service. It will thus be seen that Russia is tully
prepared to take sdvantage of & new wator way to
the confines of Afghanistan,
MEN AND MONEY.

Speaking roughly, the interual commerce of Rus-
sla s carrled on by forty-five thousand river and
lake craft, clasnified by the Minister of Ways as

15 of pury t build.” A distinetion is
thus made botween these veasels and ten to twelve
thousand barges that are every year lsunched upon
the rivers, Of these latter one-fifth go toward in-
ereasing the p t flotiils and the remainder
are broken up for timber at the end of thelr summer
yoynge, The eargoes which they convey exceed in
the aggregate soven million tons, valued at upward
of 150,255,000 rubles, or §124,680,000, The number
of men yearly employed in navigating these vesscls
i» more tham 1,200,000, The principal ports are
Nijni-Novgorod, Rigbinsk, St. Petersburg, Rigs,
Taganrog, Astrakhsu and Uralsk. Theso fgures do
not include Siberis or the commerce of the Aral Sea,
Rajbinsk is tho head of the caual system of North
Russis, and from its wharves goods can be sent to
the White Sea, the Baltie, to the heart of Polund snd
tho Lusal P on the Caspl

FUTURE URENULNESS,

All of theso canals can accommodate craft of 100

tons, and when the new imperisl canal, now nearing

plotion, is opened, it will be possible to send
guubosts from the extremeo northern to the south-
eastern end of the Empire—gunboats that enn be
utilized before the walls of iva or ln covoring the
Iauding of troops st Char-jooee tor the sioge of Bok-
Liars. This vast water system embraces more than
5,000 malles, At Astrakhan during the suminer
months sre congregatod 18,000 Asherweon, and the haul
ot herring s regarded as tfoferior if It does mot
equal 200,000,000, It was, indeed, with & view to
their utilization on these groat water ways that the
Kussian Admiralty procured so msuy twrpedo and
gunboats during the lato war, Thas it will be seen
that Russin is wrapt up in herselt; that bher future
grontuoss is not to be found on the pathless high-
ways of the ocean, but through the well organized
system of fnternal commorce which she has boan
tor gonoratious fostering. Already the nation of
Europe most independent of tho rest of the world
sho lopes in s few pgenerstions to bocome the
hoavieat exporier to her sister Statos,

WHAT 18 POsHinLE,

What Central Asla might be under a secure and
pesceful rule we have ovidones in the ruins of the
city of Balkh, now twenty miles in circult, whenee,
ently in the spring of 3957 B, ¢, Alexandor the Grost
started on his march scross the Hindoo Koosh to-
ward Candabsr, It is aleo seon In the rowains of
Merve, which onoe boasted 1,000,000 of {nhabi-
bante; dn the walls of Samarkand, which, in anclent
days, were amanned by 100,000  wareiors, and
in the 2000 willam which marked s subarb
of the ety of Dokhara, Tussia, thers.
tore, looks upon the sequisiti of Turk
Dokhand snd o purt of Khiva, with the fature
provpect of adding Bokhora, as o good investmout
which, within o bundred youes, will rotuen o huge
irmltold Interest.
of patience, and the Emwpire of the Caars can afMord

o wadl tor the developmoent of thoe conntry o this |

tirection, wiile it 18 betng ever expanded at other
poluts of the compnss,  Now we nee prapared to ooe
sider the change of the Oxus stream,
THE DIVER OF CRNCHAL AKIA,
The Ozus, the visssival snd pot an vocommon

independent Ehanate of Ebive and empties into the
Aral Sea by several mouths. The length of its
counrse is variously stated, but the mowt aocurato
estimate makes it L9 ta'es, The souree of the

=
part of the way by Vimbéry and by nearly all cara-
wans, can be traversed on horseback in ten to eleven
days. It follows quite closely for u portion of the
way the anclent Oxus bed. The stages are as
follows:—1.—Balkan Bay, on the Caspian, around
the base of the Grest Balken hill to the southward
to s salt lake, which is the terminus of the socient
river bed. 2.—Throngh the desp valley betwesn the
Great and Little Balkan hills toward the north-
enat, finally leaving the dry channel (or Dixden, as

great river, on *‘the roof of the world,” is in tha Vimbéry calls it at Djenak). 9.—Yeti Sirl. 4 —Koy-
Sir-i-kool, in the distriet of Pamir, The | mat Ats. 5S.—Eabhriman Ata. 6.—Dehll Ata,
Sir-i-kool Lake has recently been the scens | 7.—Kaftankir, #8.—Shor Cril (o lake in the
of an investigntion by engineers under | ancient bed of the Oxus, twelyve miles in
Bevortseff, attached to G 1l Ab 's | circumference). 9. —Medimin (to  the eastward

Ferghansh colnumn. For about three hundred miles
of tlie firat part of {ts course it is called the Panja,
aud in thet part it recelves five imporiant and & great
number of smaller affluents, draining Eastern Bok.
bars and Northeastern Atghanistan. Below the most
woaterly of these ive afluents, the Koksha River,
the main stream received the mamo of Amu Darya.
From this polnt it is navigable for steamors, but
flows through the alinost completely descrt waste of
Khivae. At Kilif, the point at which the caravan
route from Sumarksnd to Balkh crosses it, is a stream
of 300 yards in width snd very rupid. DBalkh is ounly
forty miles distant. At the Khodja ferry, 100 miles
further down streom from this Afghan outpost,
the river ia 100 feet broad snd 19 feet deep.
This ferry was rendered famous last year by the
arrival of the Bussian war st B kand, the
first European vessel which bad ever touched the
of the D | Empi The navigability
of the Oxus does not stop st this poiut, for the
Samarkand could proceed as far up as Koondooz, 600
miles from Kbivs, where the stresm becomes too
rapid for even & small bost to wseend. Sir Aloxsuder
Durns describes the chunnel st this locality as
“gtralght snd singularly devoid of rocks, rupids and
whirlpoole, and rarely impoded by sand bauks.” The
wyverago wvelocity of the current is fixed by him st
about tlires and a half milos sn hour,

ACHORS THE TURKUMAN DESERT,

At Kerki, sixty miles further toward ita mouth,
the stream has brosdemed to 2,400 feet. It {s now
fairly lsnnchod into the Bokharsn desert, and it
gains little in volume below this point, The Amu
Darya gracefully winds along through the desort in
s greatcanal und soon assumes the placidity of
mighty stream. AtChorjooee, 120 miles further down
stream, the river narrows to 1,950 feet and increasca
to a depth of twonty-nine fest. This is the point st
which the teaders bound to the sacred eity of Bok-
hara, who have descended the river from the towns
of Northern Afghanistan, go ashore, The point
at  which barkntd in  effecled for Khiva
is about Afty miles further Yown the river,
the road from and to Bokhara diverging at s
town valled Kara-kool, about thirty miles back from
the Oxus. ¥From this place, Eltchig by nawme, the
rivar pursues Its northwesterly course to Khiva,
passing the ruins of many citiea wnd forte. Three
hnndred and forty miles landa the traveller st Khiva,
the soat of the no longer indopendont Emir of thau
Kl t The greatest width of the atream below
Khiva is 8,900 feat and ite grostost depth is 31 leet,
Its delts is low sud mariby, and several of ite mouths
are so shallow that even smnll eraft cannot navigate
them. In the winter the ice collects on the surface
neir the Arsl sufMelontly thick to pormit of caruvins
crosning over It, in the spring the valloy is lisble to
be flooded by the melting snows of the Hindoo
Koosh, The absonce of towns along ita banks
1% not to bo ascribed to the lwmpertectious of the
river, but to the merclless rapacity of the Turko-
mana on the weatern side and the Khirgiz nomads
on the other, both of whowmn wage rolontless war
spalnst steady habits, When it Is remembered that
the TekeTurkomans alons boast of 15,000 wounted
warriors, it will be soen what s to be overcome by
Lussin befors & por L werlos of eities can be
built up the Oxus Valley from Khiva to the Afghan
froutier, The fruitful omsis of Khiva, with
ita  cannls Afly feet broad, itk rows of
statoly elms, ita orchards of mulberry trees, apples,
apricots and eberrios, and iis Jovely gardens, is
aimply o slioo of the desert irrigated by the waters of
the Oxus. This chwrmiog onsis s describod 1 that
remarkablo book, MecGOahan's “Oampaigning on the
Ouus;" also in Vimbéry's “Travols in Centeal Asia,”
and Darnaby's “Hide to Khiva."  Settloments and
cities similar to Khiva would in time grow up alony
this mighty stronm if the predatory unomads of the

a faat

Kara-Kum and Kigil-Kum sands (the Black and the

Russian poiloy 1n casontially ono | 1o deserts that He on the two banks) could be de,

siroved, The conjunetion of the movenyent of the
Russlon eolumn from Ohikishliae, under General
Lozoref, and the openlug of the dai st Bend, or

| Kamgateh, appears, therefore, in & new and iniprts

wnt light.
THE ROUTE OVER THE ANCIENT CHANNEL.
Tho route from Krasuovodsk to the Uxus porswed

leaving the “great gully*’ and striking straight for
the main stream of the great river). 10.—Akyap.
11.—EKhiva. There is o great scarcity of water along
the entire route, #o that caravans making the jour-
ney ofwn suffer dreadfully for want of water. The
anclent channel of the Oxus across the Turkoman
desert to the Casplan Sen {8 indicated on the sub-
joined map baya heavy black line,
ITH ANCIENT COURNE,

Sir Henry Rawlinson nsserts that from B, C. 600 1o
A. D, 500 the Oxus, with the Jaxartes, emptied jtself
into the Caspian, and the Aral, as an inland sea, did
not exist, Even in A, D. 570 the Aral was ouly a
reedy marsh, and it wes not till thirty yeara later
that the infux of the Oxus cansed it to awell out in
the hollow in which It now lies. In 1224 the Oxus
again forced its way into the Caspianand the Aral dried
up ouce more, exposing the ruins of cities that had

ordered the construction of a fort at the point whers
the Oxus lLad formerly entered the Caspian. This
is thoe history of the Husslan fort at Krasno-
vodsk), and its direct connection with the scheme
ot the hour shows the ambition aad the energy
of Peter. This fort was bullt to sccommodate a
permanent force of 1,000 men, Befors it was com,
pleted Ashur-Bek, the Ehivan Ambassador, left st
Potorsburg on bhis returo home. Although Peter
charg d him with some mission or other to his mas-
ter, the wily monarch was too astute to place any
counfidenceo in o servarlt who had been so ready to be-
tray his monarch, spd the result was that on
his  arrival at Astrakhan  Ashur-Bek found
that lie would mot be allowed to proceed any
further. Hsé was Lkept a prisoner for two
yeurs, during which the fort was completed and
equipped and two important surveys were made.
Peter did not caro so much about resching Khiva
aud Dokhara, but looked upon these countries as
lying on the rdad to richer lsuds, and he saw that if
the largest river of Central Asia could really be
turned into the Caspian, Cabul and India might be
reuched by water.

THE FINST EXPLORING PARTY.

An exploring expedition was at once organirzed, and
Prince Alexander Bekovitch Cherkasski, who had
P ted the Turk Hodjs-Nefes to the Czar,
was appolnted to its command. Early in 1714 Prince
Bekoviteh was despatehed from Astrakban osten-
gibly to Khiva for the purpose or congratulsting a
pew Khan who Lisd just ascended the throune, but in
reality to carry out the projected investigation of the
old eb Lof the Oxus. After grest dificalty in

been swallowed up during its previous expansi In
1330 the river was described by an Eastern traveller
as flowing into the Caspian, close to the mouth of
the Atrek, and the sceuracy of this is attested by the
remains of the bed, which General Abbott saw in
1840, During the whole of the fourteenth century
the Oxos poured itself futo the Caspian, while its
fellow stream, the Jaxartes, was swallowed up in the

sands, In the fifteenth century Ruy Gonzalez do |,

Clavigo describes (¢ 08 & noble river, “thres miles in
breadtlh, very deep, und traversing with =
wonderful force & flat conntry before falling
into the Casplan.” In 1720 » Dutch geographer
spoaks of the river as having two branches, one
flowing into the Casplan and the other {uto the Aral.
Therc are also innumoerable other authorities, trav.
ellers like Anthony Jenkenson, English officers em-
ployed during the last contury in Persia, snd, most
valuable of all, the Russian exploration ordered by
Petor the Great, ‘This is the first suthentic record
which is to be found of an offieial fnvestigation, and
s caroful summary of this report will be given
further on, One and all of theso traditions and
reports agree that the Amu Darys, within a period
ranglug from two to four hundred yours, flowed
into the Casplan Sea. Tho most interesting narra-
tive ubont Rusainn nmbition us associated with this
river is coupled with the name of Peter the Great,
and we now turn to it
WIAT PETER HOPED TO DO,

Poler the Great was, 160 years ago, mado asquainted
with the faet that the Oxus had been divertod from
its olil channel, Prior to the year 1714, however, the
Hussians appoar not to bave known of the fact. The

{ohabitants of Astrakhan, at the mouth of the Volym, |

Hussinn as woll as Tartar, sppear to bave been in the
hubit of erowsing over the northern end of the Cas-
pian sud of trading there with the Chaudor T'urk-
omans. In 1818 a prominent Turkoman Sirdar
accompanied s party of Hussian merchants on their
return voyage to Astrakhan, [The outline of this
Sirdar's secret ininsion is followed from voluminous
papers in the biue books of the British Indisn
office.] At Asteakban, Hodla-Nofes waited upon
Prinee Michael Simonof, & Persian sottlod tn Russia,
whom he informed that ho had “a matter of great
State lwportanes to disclose to the Russinn Em-
peror,” Prince Simonof sent Nefew to St. Peters-
burg with s letter to Prince Alexander Bakoviteh
Cherknskl, Frince Bekovitelh, who was sn officer
in  the lwmperial Guard, and high in  the
Cear's  favor, presentod Nofes and  another
Turkoman to  Peler  the Great, whon the
seeret that the 8irdar wished to sommunicato proved
to be that “'the Amu Darya (Ogus), which formerly
flowed into the Cuspian, and which from the tear of
the Hussinus bad been diverted by the Usbegs
(Khivans) into the Aral, might, by destroyiug the
dam, be made to run in its old channel,'" & work in
whiieh Hodje-Nofes sunouneed that he was author-
faed 1o “pledge tho aasistance of the Turkomans."
The Siedar's statements were to sowme oxtent cone

firmed Ly ous Asliur-Bek, 8 Khivan envoy at the |
miresm |

Russinn  court, who sssortod thet the
had been diverted from its old ehaonnel by the Kni-
vans, who, he added, would not interfere with the
work ol turning s waters Into their unciout bed
shionld the Russlans dotermite to pertorm it
IMPIIBOSING AN AMDASSADOR,

Peter eave thie subject vareful couslderation. He

erossing the Caspisn, because of the floating lee,
Prince Bekoviteh finally reached Tup-Kuragan, on
the west side of the sea, about latitude 44 deg.
90 mio., and established an {utrenched camp. Ho
summoned the chiels of the Turkoman tribes,
They declared to bim that the course of the Oxus
hind been ehanged, sud that if a canal of thirteen
miles wers dug to a great gully known to them to
be the old channel of the river the water would once
more flow into the Caspian st Erusnovodsk Bay.
Bokovitoh sent two Astrakhan nobles, together with
Fiodja-Nofes, the Turkoman, who knew the country,
and & stroag ercort to the place where the dam was
sald to turn the waters, They were instructed, after
remncliing the dam, to return by the old bed of the
river to Krasnovodsk (“‘the Bay of the Red Water™),
and to that rendegvous Prince Bokoviteh sailed with
his whole foree from Tup-Karagan, the spot where
he had 4 the Turk chiefs,
THE OLD CHANNEL."

From Tup-Earagan thoero was o road to Khiva.
After a fortnight's ride on ecamels Hodje-Nefes and
the two Russians of Asteakhan cuine to Karagateh, o
Khivan boundury settlomont, through wuich lay the
groat earsvan rosd from Astrakhan to Khiva, and
here “witliin two versts (one mile and a third) of the
Oxus was an embankment of earth three feet high
by seven feet wide, extending nearly eloven miles
and washed along the whole line by the Oxus,
the wuters of which were st that time
very high.”  The writer of this article has
Bbeon particnler to follow, ok nearly as possible, with
necessary brovity the original transletion irom the
Hussian, beenuso thin valuable document affords the
elijef wuthority upon which all suvssquent wtate-
ments to the effect that & dam st Karagateh (or, as
some say, st Bend), in the work of maun are based. 1t
will be seen that Sir Henry Rawlineon assumos that
the shifting of the channel was a freak of nature. It
i very much to be regretted that Arminius Vim-
béry, in his remarkable journey, should have dis-
played wo little curiosity about this important phys-
jeal phenomonon, The moagre references which,
in i book, he makes to the valuable facts thiat it lny
within is rench to settle forever, stamp him us Lo
Camoron of Central Asia,

NUIRE OF FORMER CrrLRd,

Teturning to the exploring party of 1714, wo learn
that the explerars procesded across the steppe, aud,
alftor traversing about sixteen miles, oame in sight
of the gully which the Turkomans sasured them was
the old bed of the river. Thoy murched thres days*
along thie gully to the Ata-Tbrahim settloment, no-

tieing the treces of formoer eitles om both
banks. They also found traces of Irrigating
caunls  leading to  the rains of adjacont

villages—all confirming the opinion thst the river
Bad actually flowed there in bygone dsys, Here, at
the very gatowasy of A complote success, the explora-
thon fatled, Hodja-Netes sssured the two Astrakhan
novles that the gully which they had followed trom
Ata-lurabim continned all the way to the Caspisg,
BLut e positively retused to conduet them furthor,
feacing, he sald, an attack from Khivan aod otler

robbors, 1t has sinee boon asserted that diplomatic
| pensonn woighed  beaviest om  his mind.  And
| this I8 ot lmpeobable, for the  groat
interest which the Emperor of the Norih

Lad manifested in tho euterprise was ealoulsted to

‘wo-alled

YEIy u 1 sober thoughts in
the breast of & man like Hodja-Nefes, who loved his
own people and had seen from the first that their (n-
tervsts were to be entirely subsidiary to those of
Russia. At any rate, with this intormation, the
party rejoined Prince Bekovitch at “the Red
Waters,'” travelling the usual carivan route, south of
+“the great guily.”
VALUABLE DATA OUTATNED.

Prince Bekoviteh was naturally guite dissatiafied,
and at this pomnt Hodja-Nefes disappears from the
records. The energetic Prince (quite a prototype of
a Kaufmann of the last century) despatched another
expedition with orders to follow the sucient river
bed from the region of the Great and Little Baikan
hilla (between which it ram) to Ats-Ibrahim, the
point at which it had been abandoned. This party
was more successful, and although it aid not
nctually go to the end of its Journey as
directed, it went to within a few vorsts
of the town—far enough to convince the
officer in command and Prinee Bekoviteh, who
received the report, that the gully on’ the Cuspian
#ide snd the great trench on the Ata-Ibrahim side
joined go as to form one continuous channel. Prince
Bekoviteh considered that the ancient bed of the
Oxun had now been discovered, and forwarded elab-
orate maps and reports to the Czar. As a matter of
faot it was upon these maps that General Possict was
detailed, in the spring of lasl year (1874), to make
the final explorations which have led to the under-
taking of the great work by the Russians,

THE KHIVANE' REVENGRE.

It is not necessary to more than state the faot
that Prince Bekoviteh wns sent for by the Csar,
Peter, and commissioned to lead an srmy of 6,000
men up the Oxos bed, in order that the dam might
b broken down., The expeditionary force was di-
vided fnto two columns and completely snnihilated
by the Ehivansy after successfully reaching Kara
gatch, After the destruction of this expedition
Poter aunounced his intention to send out another,
but lie did not do 8o, and no further sitempt was
made toward tarning the river's course or even ex-
ploring the asucient channel until the expsiition of
Perofski in 1837, The project had slumbered for 100
years; but the I i never [\ or aband
anything. Thisexpedition under Perofski, although
not attended with such dissstrons results, was in
one souso far less successiul than that of Prince
Dekoviteh, sinee it wan stopped by the suow and by
the loss of nearly all the ecamels before i4 had
progressed one quarter of the distance.

MORE RECENT EXPLORATION,

Rince Genoeral Kauimann's careor began in Turkes-
tan several expeditions have been fittod out ostensi-
bly for visiting the ancient bed of the Oxnes and de-
termining the practicability of restoring it to its
aneient bed, They have been in rveality directed
against the Tarcomans of the Kars-Kum Sands, and
it in tolorably certain that more than one of these
weiontifio  expeditions have followed
the Atrak to the neighborbhood of Merve in-
stead of the Oxus st Karagnich. At the height of
the spring floods last year & party of enginoers was
despatchied by General Possiet to examine the over-
flow of the Oxus. No officlal report has yet been
made publie by the Russinn government, but it is
woll kuown that the result was a most satisfactory
showing of the practicability of the seheme. The
report uf theso cuginesrs has besn followed by the
active moasures which the' cable announced ou
Thursday night.

BUSINESS TROUBLES.

CREDITORS OF EEMPLE, BIRGE & 0O0. IN COUN-
i,
1. Loumns, Mo., Jaly 13, 1870,

The principls croditors of Semple, Birge & Co,,
who linve been here several days examioing the
alfaien of that company, have lssued & ciroular letter
to nll ereditors of the conecorn mking them to weot
hers on the 24th of July, personally or by proxy, to
take sction regarding thesuspension of the company,
No statement of assots or lisbilities hss yet been
made, bat one will be presented to the fall mesting
of ersditors. Meantime It (8 desired and requested
by those here that creditors will not resorl to legal
provecdings, a8 such acourse will prevent spoody
sujustment and entall mueh expense.

SUICIDE OF AN EDITOR.

Bax Prascisco, Cal,, Jaly 13, 15979,
Theodore Nowman, Iate locul sditor of the German

Democral, of thin eity, committed suicide in the
wouds, near Seattle, Washingion Territory, yoestor-
dny, by shooting Bimwelf through the hasd, He was
fu il health,

DROWNED IN

The body of & man was found in the lake in Con-
tral Park nenr the Masll last night about eleven
o'clock, Decoswsd appearsd to be about A1y years
of age. There was nothing ou his persou irom
whicn nis ddentity could bo learned. Tue budy waes
removed to the Morgue,

CENIRAL PARK,

MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC NOTES.

The London Morning Post suys :—*Mlle. Sarah Bearme
bardt Lus, it 18 troe, resigned her place smong the
sucictaires of the Cowmédic Frangalse, but hor resigns-
tion docs ot take eflect uutil after her return to
France, and her engagements here will be fulfiiled,
The great actress bas sigued an  engagement to go to
Amerioa next November and enchant the New World
With her talents,  She is to travel tor two years, all
expenkel are to prid and slie 18 to receive £80,000. To
is temptation to realizs atortune she has very ofe
turaily suconmbed, She will regrot Paris ss Paris
will rogret her. The sum appeara gigantic, bul
Lat,000 divided by 500 gives ab sverage of £130 & night
for the year. She cannot, of course, play every night,
but £300 or §400 w night is no unusual sum for an
artist of hor rank and atiraction to receive.”

Colonel Mapleson, writes a London correspondent,
bas mot with & serious loss iu the secession of Miss
Alwins Velleria, one of the ablest of his youthtul
prime donne. Miss Valloria is san American—a nie
tive of Daltimore. Mapleson kept her in the back-
ground, however, and did not give her the oppor-
tunities she considered hersclf entitled to; so, at
the couclusion of Ler coutraet, uhe guistly signed
onw with the Messrs, Giye, who have thus secured s
valusble prima donns, She bas taken s prominent
pokition amony the prime donne of Covent Garden,
and It s sadd that the mansgement of that bouse in-
tend to place Miss Valleria in the position held by
Zuré Thalberg, betwoen whom and the
the ¢nlente cordigle has been somewhat disturbed, re-
sulting in the almost total retirement of the Iatter
lady, o fur us the public are conecrned. Mapleson
is very much aunoyed at the loss of Valleris, as he
had, 5o it is saia, intended to make her » feature of
UHis next Ameriean tour, where, it is thought, she
would have been quite as great nsuccess as Gorster,

A French opinion of English actors should be of
interest. M. Fruneisque Sarcey haa returned to
Paris, with the intention, however, of revisiting
London in order to be present at the closing per-
£ of the Comédie Frang In & private
letter M. Barcey refers to English actors. Mr. Henry
Irving appears to him 8 remarkable sctor, notwith-
stauding o wilful tendency to exaggeration (bien
qu'il donne volontiers dans 'exagéralion). ‘““Poussibly,"
guys M, Surcey, “in this latter respect he follows
ralber the tastes of his sudiences, whom his instinet
judges, thon his own deliberate clioice. I saw
‘Liriuk’ ot the Princess’ Theairs,
represents Conpean (Mr, Churies Warner) struck me
as having o great command of natural expression in
the seeues of domestie lite, His performance 1s, in
my opinion, superior, indeed oltogether superior,
to that of gur Gill-Naza, the ori representative
of this character on our stage. 1 have but little to
say about the famons delirium tremens scene. It
disgusted me in Paris; in London it inspired me
with a sense of horror. 1 hear that st the great
Flemish theatre in Aatwerp this scene has obtained
s# striking o success as in Paris and London,™

Mlle, Sarali Bernbardt telegraphs to M. Albert Wolff,
of the Paris Figaro, who had written some strictures
fonuded on reports that she received eompany in her
studio in men’s clothes:—=And you, tog, dear Mr.
Wollf, you believe such insane stories. Who can
Lave been your informaut? Yes, you are my friend,
for despite all the ealumunies recounted to you you
haye yet & remnant of kindly feeling. Well, I give
my word of Lonor I never wore men's clothes hers
in London. Idid not even bring over my costume.
1 have only once attended my little exhibition. That
was when I invited o few private friends. It is false,
therefore, to say that anybody paid s shilling to see
me play in private houses, You are sware that [
am smong the worst paid members of the com-
pany. 1 huve quite s right, therefore, to do
something to make up the difference. There are
sixteen pletures und eighteen pieces of sculpture in
my exhibition, I brought them here to sell, and
therefore I must lat people ses them. Now, if the
stupid things said discredit me with the Parisians,
and they mesn, a8 you seem to fear, to give me a

The actor who

bud reception on my return, I will tempt nobody to .

do 8 mesu action, and will resign my place in the
Théitre Frangais, and if the London publie, natur-
ally irritated by false reports, are tired of me and
substitute hatred for good feeling, I will beg the
manager to let mo leave England, that he may not
pee one of his pany d and h
this by telegraph, the great importancel attach to
public opinion justilying sueh extravagance. Beg-
giug you to give the same pr to this denial
ss you did the calumules, I give you s friendly
syueeze of the hand. SARAH BEENHARDT,"”

BOOTH AND MACREADY,

DID THE PABTISANS OF BOUTH ORGANIZE A BIOT
AGAINST MACREADY ?
To tEx Eprrok oF THE HERALD:—
The London Dasly Telegraph, of 26th June, pub-
lished o theatrical artielo which, in speaking of
thestrical riota, contained the following false state-

ment:—

The partinsns of Edwin secth orgauized a riot against
Mucresdy.

In answer to which the following nots was sent:—

Ne, 4 Munchester stroot, June 26
To e Eomor oF T DALy TruRGRArS —

A thoatrical artiele iu your paper of this containe an
erroneons statement which s unjustly on & very
woriliy membor of the profession on the other side of the
Atluntic—namaely. thut “'The partisans of Edwin Booth er

anitod & riot aguinst Maervady.” At the time of the
E(au-rundy riot (1847) Mr Bdotlh was bus s youth, sud did
not make bis frst appearance on the stage until sureral
yuars aftor that period, | consider it but just to state im
this connection that Mr. Booth is & gentleman known to
the communiiy bn which he lives to be of wmost smisble

i bl uf“hlinx d in » ries
Kospewetinlly yours,
" A NEW YORKER.

No notice was taken of this communicstion, nor
has any retraction of the slander been made by the
Daiiy fekpmpk_._ Py
“TWO TENDER BABES I NUSSED."

clharacter, s
sgalust anybodw

SII JOBEFH PORTER GETS INTO TEOUBLE BY AM
IMPRUDENT REMARK,
Hanrtrorp, Conn,, July 12, 1879,

The Philsdelphia Church Choir “Pinafore” Com=
pany gsve a performance hore two or three evenings
ago, and closo obscrvers noted a curious sppearance
of one of Sir Joseph Porter's optics, while others re
murked & suspicious titter run through the company
when the Admiral sang:—

My smagoimont, my surprisn,
You way learn from the expression of my eyes.

The fact was that one of Sir Joseph's eyes had
rudoly encountered the fist of Mr. Soussa, the leader
of the orchestrs, but an hour before the pers
formance. The skilful use of paints had concealed
the bisck and blue discoloring in part, but Sir
Juseph was not sufliciently an artist in the line to
whoily conceal his mistortune. Efforts were mads

to koop the fucts quiot, but sinee the of
the company they bave lwaked out, It app that
the company gave a porformsnce in BL fiald the
evening betore thelr sppearance here, Butter-

sip wis Singing ber baby farming song sod the
:\uli'en wure :roupcd sbout her. As sbe uttered the

line—
Two tender babes 1 nossed,

Sir Joseph Porter (Mr, De Lange) turned to Hebe
(Miss Deliis) who stood beside bim, and in an ander-
tone sald something about the physical sdvantages
it caring for e eouplet of babes, Hebe was indig-
nant, and the tollowing day told Mr, Soussa, musical
director, that the Admural bad jnsuited bher. Mr.
Sousss boenme the young lady ‘s echamplon, sad told
her that e would demand an apology. Just after toa,
at the United States Hotel, Bousss encountersd De
Lange on the staireay, aod in sn sogey tone wanted
to have a talk with bfin about the insult, De Laoge
sdvised bim to mind his own business, and holding
up bis finger, shook it warningly in Soussa’s tace.
In an lnstaut the knight of the baton gave it to him
wtratght from the shoulder. Sir Joreph's “energetio
fist was not rendy to resist,’”” but he unfplul with
tiiw aseailant, and the twoe rolled to the foot of the
whort stalrs, Honsan lended on top snd begsn to
pummol the Admiral vigorously, when friends inter
fered and separated the combatants,  The story goos
that De Lauge was so eneaged by the course

lind taken that be relused sn upnlugt{ tho next dli
even uuder a throst of mansgerinl diseiplive, an

| mnde no secret of bis intention of “taking it out ot

Moussa's hide” st the earliesi opportunity. His
frionds claim that the remark st wiich Miss Bellis
took offence was in nowise indolieste, but the Indies
of the company side entirely with their companion

JERSEY COURT PROFITS,

[BY TELEGEAPH TO THE HERALD,]
Tursrox, N, J., July 13, 1879,
Om Priday Henry 8. Littlo, Clerk in Chancery, fled
hin vepuort of the compensation and feos received by
him for the guarter emling July 1, an follows:—

Carh 1teme, . oooenie senpsssassnivanssensessses SINN
Commission on moneys pald i eourt.. ... h
ULLOr BOWTOUR. . .0 SievasRAestE TR antns T "

Totaleioises sosnsininssinssinenis wesuysnsess §O080

Thix Is net profis, The 'fupurl I8 In eomplinnce
witli n new law passed lnst winter. B, F. Lee, C
of the Supremes Court, will report on

I send .



